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Our Birthday Gift
We have come to the point where need to talk about growth. In all of life, if growth does not
take place after birth, it is a tragedy (plants, animals, human life) ... ICor. 10:1-4

Secrets to growing are recorded in the analogy of Israel coming out of Egypt in I Cor. 10:1-4.
God provides what we need, but we must receive it. Otherwise, we can die

Gods provision included a number of elements:
1. NOURISHMENT - Israel couldn’t grow it. What they had for nourishment they had to look
to God for it. We can’t create what is needed for our nourishment, but God has provided.
God’s provision for our nourishment is found in:
• The Word of God
- Read and study an ample portion of God’s word daily [we will learn to feed in the next
segment]
- Receive additional impartation of God’s word through teaching, preaching, reading ,
etc.
• Our Prayer life - provides the proper atmosphere for growth - [our drink and refreshment]
Illustration: Example of Jesus life
Among other things our prayer life should include:
1. Giving thanks I Thes. 5:18 Phil.4:4
2. Supplications Phil 4:6 [interested in every detail]
3. Intercession I Tim. 2:1 [not just for ourselves, but for others - family, brothers and
sisters in Christ, government leaders)
4. Persevering in prayer Lk. 18:1
5. “In the Spirit” - in the prayer language which the Holy Spirity will give you
• Christian Fellowship - exhortation from brothers and sisters. Grow together, encourage,
support
Just as He did for Israel, God has provided for our nourishment, but we must “GO FOR IT!” illustration: God is not like the mother bird feeding her young.
- God has provided His Word, the church for our care and nurture, the Holy Spirit to
lead us. He has made the way, but we have to walk in it.
- Growth is keyed to discipline: -go to church regularly, get into bible daily, take time to
be with Him in prayer.
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Session 6 – Answer Sheets

OUR BIRTHDAY GIFT
BIRTH INITIATES GROWTH
For we must never forget, dear brothers, what happened to our people in the wilderness
long ago. God guided them by sending them a cloud that moved along ahead of them;
and He brought them all safely through the waters of the Red Sea. This might be called
their “baptism” — baptized both in sea and cloud! — as followers of Moses — their
commitment to him as their leader. And by a miracle God sent them food to eat and
water to drink there in the desert; they drank the water that Christ gave them. He was
here with them as a mighty Rock of spiritual refreshment. —1 Corinthians 10:1-4
St. Paul uses the analogy of Israel coming out of Egypt. He states that God delivered the
Isralites out of the life style and bondage of Egypt through their baptism in the Red Sea. Now
they were committed to living a new life in a new way.
In their journey God provided for them every step of the way; but they had to look to Him for
this provision. Our secret for growth lies in the same direction. God provides and we receive
His provision. Just like the people of Israel, we can die out there in the desert if we are not
nourished, cared for, directed, and protected by God.
GOD’S PROVISION INCLUDED:
1.

Nourishment
—

God provided for manna, quail, and water out of the rocks. Without this
nourishment they could not survive. Our nourishment is from:
The Word of God
Open my eyes to see wonderful things in your word. I am but
a Pilgrim here on earth; How I need a map—and your
commands are my chart and guide. I long for your
instructions more than I can tell —Psalm 119:18-20

Prayer
Christian Fellowship
— God provided it, but Israel had to
2.

“Go After It!”

Guidance
— Visual direction

Illustration: Pillar and Cloud

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. — Psals 119:105
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2. GUIDANCE - If Israel had gone their own way, they wouldn’t have survived, let alone gotten
where God was leading them
• Visible presence of God (cloud and pillar of fire) - all they had to do was follow it

[Ps. ll9:18-20 LB -”open my eyes to see wonderful things in your Word. I am but a
pilgrim here on earth: how I need a map - and your commands are my chart and guide.
I long for your instruction more than I can tell]
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God gave them leaders to whom He passed on His instruction and guidance - if they received
and obeyed it, then blessing rested upon them and God’s purposes were fulfilled.

God has given spiritual leaders to His church, spiritual shepherds, to help guide and lead us
[Heb.13:17] Human leaders not infallible, but God will use them as we look to them.

If we are in rebellion to this form of God’s guidance, determined to go our own way [even if we
think it’s God], then our growth is interrupted and, just like the people of Israel, we’ll find ourselves wandering around in areas God never intended for us to be in.

Direct voice - Need to learn to hear and know His voice
- But all personal guidance which we think we may have received must be confirmed in
other
ways as well

Key to guidance = yielded heart - our will handed over to Him

Day by day placing Christ on throne, [if I find I am not walking in His way, my heart is soft and
pliable, “O God, I want your way, I repent, turn from going my way]

Sometimes God uses a big stick to get our attention - but most of the time He gives us the
freedom to say “No”! [the frightening power of our will]

We can get ourselves into such a mess that we confuse and frustrate God’s plans for us. We
remain spiritual midgets unless we listen, yield our will and way and follow His guidance. This
is only way God can lead us.
[Prov. 3:7 LB -.......He make your paths straight]
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Leaders

Illustration: Moses and Aaron

Obey your spiritual leaders and be willing to do what they say. For their work is
to watch over your souls, and God will judge them on how well they do this.
Give them reason to report joyfully about you to the Lord and not with sorrow,
for then you will suffer for it too. —Hebrews 13:17
—

Direct voice of God

The Key to All Guidance is a Yielded Heart
Don’t be wise in your own eyes. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
direct your paths — Proverbs 3:6-7
A Mission

3.
—

His mission became their purpose in life

—

Jesus’ Mission:
“Make disciples of all nations”
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done”
“You Are My Witnesses”

But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power to testify about
me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth, about my death and resurrection. — Acts 1:8
4.

Protection

— Unity produced strength! Disunity brought weakness!
— We who believe are carefully joined together with Christ as parts of a beautiful,
constantly growing Temple of God. You also are joined with each other by the
Holy Spirit..
Ephesians 2:21-22(L.B.)

REALIZE: Growth does not automatically take place just because you were born, but you have
to seek after it and walk in the elements which God has provided.
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3. MISSION - His mission was to become their purpose in life
- God wanted to establish through His people a witness in this world unto His name,
His love, His plan and purpose
- Ultimately His Son, Jesus, would come into the world through them

As long as Israel had that mission as their goal things were fine, God’s blessing was upon
them all the way, But, as soon as rebelled and let their own desires, reputation, plans, destiny
replace God’s mission for them, then their way became hard and God couldn’t use them as
His witnesses.

Jesus has a mission for us, too. It’s not just that our needs be met, but that His Kingdom will
come and His will be done right here and right now. Our mission is to bear a compelling
witness to His name, to make disciples from every tribe and nation, and to complete the bride
of Christ. Then Jesus will come and bring His conclusion to God’s plan upon the earth.

So, the way we grow and find blessing is to wake up each morning and realize we’re under
commission to King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. We’re to live this day to fulfill His plans and
purpose - to glorify Him and bless Him.

Our mission is to be His “witnesses” by what we “say” and what we “do” - simply tell others
what Jesus has done and is doing for you [ see pamphlet - “Grow in New Life”]
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4. PROTECTION

Nourishment, guidance, a mission from God and now His protection - all are necessary parts
of God’s provision for a growing Christian life.
Israel really needed God’s protection - they were an unskilled, untrained, motley crew out in
midst of the desert, a hostile environment, with enemies all around.

Their Unity - was to be their strength. As long as they walked before Him and obeyed Him as
one great people - no one could touch them. He put fear in hearts of all of their enemies.

The sad truth is that disunity came. They grumbled, complained, and rebelled. When not
united in heart, mind and purpose they were fair prey for the enemy [ huge numbers were
destroyed by plagues and the armies of their enemies]. God’s protection was lifted.

Jesus goal and prayer for us is that we might be one and walk in unity (John 17) God has put
just one body on this earth, As they walk together, they will grow, overcome and glorify Him.
God responds with protection when His Body walks in unity, obedience and a willingness to be
formed together into one growing structure “full of love”. See Eph. 2:2

When we truly walk in oneness - flowing together - setting aside own wants and desires seeking to honor and prefer one another first - insisting that what Jesus prayed for actually is
going to take place - Then, we’re powerful, growth takes place, the enemy can’t disrupt us and
the purposes of God are brought forward.

It will be exciting to see this working out in the early days of New Testament church - how the
power of God and the move of God was keyed to the fact that these people really needed
each other, belonged to each other, and gave unselfishly of their lives to each other. It’s only in
this kind of environment real growth could take place.
[This first part of the lesson is a “bird’s eye” view of God’s plan and provision for His people
which will be expanded in further segments of Full Life in Christ materials, but for now let’s
read “Realize” at the bottom of the page ...
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Baptism with the Holy Spirit
We have talked about the marvelous things God has provided for us – the new birth, His word,
prayer, fellowship with Him, etc. Now, there is one more provision that we need to speak about
…it is the baptism with the Holy Spirit. This is Jesus’ special birthday gift to his followers.

Read the paragraph in the notes, beginning “Jesus knew His followers ...”
Jesus knew that we could not do His will and His work on our own, and so, Jesus told His
followers to “wait and expect the fullfillment of His promise to them, the baptism with the Holy
Spirit.”
•

John the Baptist pointed forward to Jesus as the One who would baptize them with
the Holy Spirit and fire in Luke 3:16.
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BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jesus knew His followers left here on this earth to their own resources, even with these marvelous
provisions for growth which we have seen, would never be sufficient for the journey into usefulness and
maturity which lay before them. There would be opportunities to embrace and obstacles to overcome
such as Jesus Himself faced. So, His plan was to provide a source of spiritual power which was
sufficient for every eventuality. This He entitled — “The Baptism With The Holy Spirit.”
John the Baptist prophesied:
“I baptize only with water; but someone is coming soon who has far
higher authority than mine; infact, I am not even worthy of being His
slave. He will baptize you with fire — with the Holy Spirit. Luke 3:16
Jesus told His followers:
“not to leave Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came upon them in
fulfillment of the Father’s promise. “John baptized you with water,”
He reminded them, “but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit...”
Acts 1:5
THREE LINKS BY WHICH JESUS BINDS US TO HIMSELF
These words of Peter’s moved them deeply, and they said to him and to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” And Peter replied, “Each one of you must turn from
sin return to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins; then you also shall receive this gift, the Holy Spirit. For Christ promised Him
to each one of you who have been called by the Lord our God, and to your children and
even to those in distant lands!” —Acts 2:38-39
1.

Repentance

2.

Water Baptism

3.

Baptism with the Holy Spirit

These three links form a perfect unity, and the believer’s relationship with Christ is incomplete
until all three have been forged on the anvil of personal experience.
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There are 3 links by which Jesus binds us to himself. It’s important that we understand these
three links.
Read Acts 2:37-39
“… they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said to them, “Repent and let every one of
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children and
to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

The 3 links are REPENTANT FAITH, WATER BAPTISM, and the BAPTISM WITH THE
HOLY SPIRIT.
•

Peter said, you will receive this gift. What gift? What they had seen demonstrated in the
disciples.
The same empowering presence of God. He will give this gift to you.

•

These 3 links form a perfect unity. The believers relationship with Christ is incomplete until
all three have been experienced personally.
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Three examples from the New Testament
• In Acts 8:14-17, PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA. The apostles heard that the Samaritans had received the Word of God and had been baptized. They also knew how impossible it would be to try and follow Jesus without the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.
So the apostles prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Baptism with Holy Spirit.
• PETER AND CORNELIUS: About 10 years later, Peter had a dream from Jesus, directing
him to witness to a group of Gentiles. Acts 11:15-17. The Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles as
Peter spoke to them. just as He fell upon the believers in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. They had a repentant faith and now that they were baptized with the Spirit, the
apostles added water baptism to their experience as well.
• In our third story in Acts 19:1-6, we find PAUL IN EPHESUS about 20 years later. These
eager people had repentant faith and received water baptism in the name of Jesus. But,
not content with only that, Paul then laid hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit.
So we see again the importance of these three links - repentance, water baptism, and the
baptism with the Holy Spirit. The baptism with the Spirit is God’s plan for believers. The order
in which they were expeienced differed, but in each instance the Apostles were not satisfied
until all three links were in place.
•

Just as in the scriptural example, so many of us experience these 3 links under different
conditions and even in different order.
o Pastor Earl experienced repentant faith and water baptism as a young child, but it
was 10 years after he graduated from the seminary that he was baptized with the
Holy Spirit.
o Don Toeppe repented when he was 21 years old. Soon after, he received the
Baptism with Holy Spirit and was filled! It was not until 6 months later that he was
baptized in water.

Today, God is ready and willing to baptize all believers with the Holy Spirit.
There are two requirements for this.
•

The first is a firm conviction that Jesus is ready to baptize us. Before we receive Christ as
our savior, we must understand our need for a Savior and that He is eager to save us.
Then we pray and receive. The same is true of the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

•

So, the second requirement is that there is a desire and a readiness to receive His baptism with the Holy Spirit on our part as well.

The Holy Spirit’s power is something that we receive by faith. It’s not an “automatic” experience. Just as He indwelled the first century believers, He will fill and overflow each of us who
receive.

So, He’s ready and willing, the stage is set! What is there to keep us from accepting His
baptism with the Holy Spirit?
43A
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Peter and John in Samaria

Acts 8:14-17

When the apostles back in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted
God’s message, they sent down Peter and John. As soon as they arrived, they began
praying for these new Christians to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet He had not come
upon any of them. For they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then
Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Acts 11:15-17; 10:45-48

Peter and Cornelius

10 years later

“He will tell you how you and all your household can be saved!’ the angel had told him,
Well , I began telling them the Good News, but just as I was getting started with my
sermon, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he fell on us at the beginning! Then I
thought of the Lord’s words when He said, ‘Yes, John baptized with water, but you shall
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ And since it was God who gave these Gentiles the
same gift He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to argue?”
The Jews who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit would be
givent to Gentiles too! But there could be no doubt about it, for they heard them speaking
in tongues and praising God. Peter asked, “Can anyone object to my baptizing them,
now that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?” So he did, baptizing them
in the name of Jesus, the Messiah.
Paul in Ephesus

Acts 19:1-6

20 years later

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through Turkey and arrived in Ephesus,
where he found several disciples. “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
he asked them, “No,” they replied, “we don’t know what you mean. What is the Holy
Spirit?” “Then what beliefs did you acknowledge at your baptism?’’ he asked, And they
replied, “What John the Baptist taught” Then Paul pointed out to them that John’s
baptism was to demonstrate a desire to turn from sin to God and that those receiving
his baptism must then go on to believe in Jesus, the one John said would come later. As
soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then, when
Paul laid his hands upon their heads, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in
other languages and prophesied.
BAPTISM WITH THE SPIRIT IS GOD’S PLAN FOR ALL BELIEVERS
There are two basic prerequisites:
1.

A firm conviction that our Lord Jesus is ready and willing to baptize the
believer in the Holy Spirit.

2.

A desire and readiness to receive His baptism with the Holy Spirit.
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So how do we receive?
The baptism with the Holy Spirit is like a birthday gift. It’s all wrapped up and made available
to us. We can do what we want with the gift. Unwrap it and enjoy it. Or leave it sitting there
unopened. The gift of the Holy Spirit is given to all believers on the day of their new birth. The
Holy Spirit can continue to be just a pretty package sitting on the idea table of our mind, or He
can be a power released in our life as we unwrap the gift.

How can we receive the full empowering of the Holy Spirit?

Here are some steps that we can take:
1. First, make sure we are BORN AGAIN.
2. Second, make sure that there is NO UNCONFESSED SIN which we have been unwilling to confront and deal with our life.
3. Third, NO DEMONIC OPENINGS. No doors left open through which the enemy can
gain entrance. Nothing we have not renounced and turned away from. Read, “If you
have been involved ...” on the opposite page.
o If we have been involved in astrology, fortune telling, contacting the spirit world,
séances, horoscopes, idol worship, transcendental meditation, new age,or
charms it’s important for us to renounce those activities. They are not from God.
Let him know we are only interested in the supernatural activity of the Holy Spirit.
o In the Old Testament ... God decreed death for those involved with the occult.
That is how serious He was about His people involving themselves in the satancontrolled activities.
o Any spiritual involvement not from the Holy Spirit must be renounced as specifically as possible. Claim the protection of the blood of Jesus, and use the prayer
in your notes to specifically renounce these types of sinful activity.

44A

F.L.C. – ESTABLISH : Building the Foundation 28
Holy Spirit baptism is like a birthday gift brought to our home, all wrapped up and placed on
our table, claims Larry Christianson in his book, Tongues Speaking. We can do with the gift
what we wish. We can carefully unwrap it, enjoy it and use it; or we can just let it sit
unappreciated and unexplored. The Holy Spirit has been given to all believers from the day of
their rebirth. He can continue to be just a pretty package sitting on the idea-table in our
spiritual house, or He can become a force let loose in our midst as we unwrap the gift that
Christ has give to us and let Him express Himself in and through our lives and our church.

HOW TO RECEIVE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. Make sure that you are

Born Again

2. Make sure that there is no
which has not been dealt with.

Unconfessed sin

3. Make sure that there are no

Demonic openings which have not been closed.

If you have been involved in any way in a false cult teaching, in any manifestation of the
“Occult” or “psychic” beliefs and practices, renounce them in the name of Jesus as specifically
as possible. Ask God to forgive you; bind and cast out any spirit connected with the wrong
teaching. Claim the protection of the Blood of Jesus, and ask the Holy Spirit to fill every
area where any false beliefs have been.
Here is a prayer for you to use:
Dear Father, if I have believed, studied, or practiced anything that is displeasing to
You or contrary to Your Word, I am truly sorry. I ask You to forgive me for being
involved in these things, and I promise You that I will not have anything more to do
with them, and if I have any books or equipment connected with them, I promise You
that I will burn them right away.
I renounce (Here name the cult or false teaching) in the name of Jesus Christ. Spirit
of (again, name the cult or false teaching), I bind you under the Blood of Jesus
Christ, and cast you into outer darkness, never to return, in Jesus’ name! Thank You
Jesus!
Repeat the second paragraph for each cult or false teaching with which you have been
involved.
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4. Fourth step is to ASK IN FAITH.
•

James said, “you have not because you ask not.”

•

Luke 11 says you are to “ask and you will receive; Seek and you will find; Knock
and the door will be opened. The Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask. It’s important for us to ask in faith for God to fill us with the Holy Spirit

•

We learned earlier that “faith is the hand that reaches out and takes the promises of God”. The Bible says that, “By grace are you saved through faith ...” By
faith we reach out and receive God’s gift of salvation. In like manner, we receive
by faith all the other good gifts God has for us, including the Baptism with the
Holy Spirit.

5. A fifth step is to PRAISE IN FAITH.
•

“Lord I believe You, I take You at your word.”

•

It isn’t a matter of how we feel, it’s a matter of faith in this promise. So, we thank
God for his good gift.

•

In the three instances that we read in Acts, the believers began to praise God in
a new language, just as the disciples had experienced on the day of Pentecost.
Often the Holy Spirit will want to help us express His presence within through a
new spiritual language.

•

The tongue is the most difficult thing for us to allow God to control. In our old life,
our sinful nature was most often expressed through our tongue. So it is not
suprising that the Holy Spirit will early on want to express our new life through
our tongue. If God can control the speech center of our life, he has a real base
from which to work out what He wants to do in all the other areas as well.
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4.

Ask in Faith
“...if even sinful persons like yourselves give children what they need,
don’t you realize that your heavenly Father will do at least as much, and
give the Holy Spirit to those who look for Him?’’ - Luke 11:13

5.

Praise in Faith

STEP OUT ON FAITH — Mathew 14:28-29

Then Peter called to Him: “Sir, if it is really You, tell me to come over to You, walking
on the water.” “All right,” the Lord said, “come along!” So Peter went over the side
of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus.
Request those who have received the baptism with the Holy Spirit to pray with you that
you might receive as well (Acts 8:17); or in simple fervent prayer, you yourself may ask
Jesus to fill you with the Holy Spirit. Having prayed, believed and act on it.
“Lord Jesus, I believe with all my heart that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is meant
for me. Just as I trust you for my eternal salvation, so now do I trust you to fill me
with your Holy Spirit. I yield my life to you Lord Jesus. Be my baptizer. Baptize me
right now in your Holy Spirit. Thank you, Lord Jesus, Amen.”
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So, we just need to to step out in faith.
•

In Matthew 14:28-29, Peter was in the boat during the storm. Jesus told Peter to just,
“Come on.” Peter had to step out of the boat himself and begin to walk toward Jesus.

•

He is asking us to do the same thing ... step out of the boat and walk toward Jesus. Anyone
who desires to receive the empowering of the Holy Spirit just has to step out by faith and
ask Jesus to baptize him.

•

Yield to Him. Ask Him to fill you with the fullness of the Spirit. Make a present of your life to
the Lord and trust Him to be your baptizer.

There is a prayer in your manual. Use this prayer if it will help you in taking this step, or ask
others to pray with you and for you.

Let’s pray.
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4.

Ask in Faith
“...if even sinful persons like yourselves give children what they need,
don’t you realize that your heavenly Father will do at least as much, and
give the Holy Spirit to those who look for Him?’’ - Luke 11:13

5.

Praise in Faith

STEP OUT ON FAITH — Mathew 14:28-29

Then Peter called to Him: “Sir, if it is really You, tell me to come over to You, walking
on the water.” “All right,” the Lord said, “come along!” So Peter went over the side
of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus.
Request those who have received the baptism with the Holy Spirit to pray with you that
you might receive as well (Acts 8:17); or in simple fervent prayer, you yourself may ask
Jesus to fill you with the Holy Spirit. Having prayed, believed and act on it.
“Lord Jesus, I believe with all my heart that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is meant
for me. Just as I trust you for my eternal salvation, so now do I trust you to fill me
with your Holy Spirit. I yield my life to you Lord Jesus. Be my baptizer. Baptize me
right now in your Holy Spirit. Thank you, Lord Jesus, Amen.”
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Question Sheet, Session 6

Name____________________

1.

What would you say is the basic key to Christian growth? (Use the pamphlet “Grow In the
New Life” as background for your answer).

2.

Read carefully Acts 10:44-48 and also Peter’s retelling of the same story to the church
leaders in Acts 11:15-18.
What happened while Peter was still preaching?

What amazed the Jewish believers?

When this took place, what did Peter remember? (Acts 11:16)

Why did Peter have them baptized with water in the Name of Jesus Christ? (Acts 10:47)

3.

Read carefully Acts 8:14-24; Acts 19:1-7

In both of these places, what did the disciples find was missing in the lives of the local
Christian believers?

What did Peter and John do about it? (Acts 8:15-17)

After a careful teaching of the believers, what two things did Paul do about it?
(Acts 19:5-6)
1.
2.
Why do you think the disciples felt it was so necessary that the Holy Spirit come down upon
these local Christians? (You might refer to Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8).

4.

Read Luke 11:5-13. What is the firm promise which Jesus states in verse 13?
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FULL LIFE IN CHRIST, Group Facilitator Suggestions
EMPOWER: Adopting the Lifestyle, Session 3
FIRST
Go over last week’s question sheet
.
NOW
Let each one briefly describe the person of their acquaintance who they feel best
represents a “contagious” Christian. Have them tell why they feel this way.
THEN
Discuss this “Contagious” life-style
“Our witnessing should simply be the natural overflowing of living
and loving together.”
—

Analyze and explore this concept together.

—

How can we become more contagious and more powerfully effect the world
of people around us?

—

Let the group give examples.

FINALLY
What is your reaction to this statement:
When the gifts of the Spirit are displayed in the midst of human need, then people
will sit up and pay attention. Give any examples you have witnessed or are aware of.
FOR NEXT WEEK
1. The first item on this week’s question sheet will ask your group members to write
their own letter of testimony.
Discuss with them what might be included in this testimony and to whom they might
write the letter. They should make a copy of the letter to mail and a copy to hand in
next week along with their question sheet.
2. Read the pamphlet - “A New Attitude Towards Money.”
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